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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT BE 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS III 
REF: BRUSSELS 2958 (NOTAL) 

1 . WITH ATTENTION FOCUSED ON THE EASTER HOLIDAY RATHER THAN THE 
APRIL 17 BALLOTING, THE BELGIN LEGISLATIVE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
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MEANDERED THROUGH ITS NEXT-TO-LAST WEEK WITHOUT STIRRING NOTABLE 
PUBLIC ENTHUSIASM. THE WALLONIAN LIBERAL (PRLW) AND FLEMISH 
NATIONALIST (VOLKSUNIE) CONGRESSES ON APRIL 2-3 CONFIRMED WHAT 
SEEMS TO BE A GROWING POLARIZATION BETWEEN BELGIUM'S TWO MAJOR 
REGIONS (FLANDERS AND WALLONIA). 

2. THE SOCIALIST PARTY (PSB) - DESPITE ITS BOAST OF BEING THE 
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ONLY POLITICAL GROUPING WITH SIGNIFICANT STRENGTH IN BOTH REGIONS - 
CONTINEUED, WITH THE RASSEMBLEMENT WAT. I. ON (RW), TO PLAY THE REGIONAL 
THEME IN WALLONIA. PSB'S CAMPAIGN COOPERATION WITH THE RW, AND 
ITS CONTINUEING EFFORT TO LURE CHRISITIAN WORKERS NTO A WALLONIAN 
PROGRESSIVE FRONT, ARE CULCULATED TO PRODUCE A HEAVY "PROGRESSIVE" 
VOTE IN WALLONIA WHICH WOULD STRENGTHEN THE SOCIALIST HAND IN 
POST-ELECTION COALITION TALKS WITH THE SOCIAL CHRISTIANS. 

3. THE CONSENSUS AMONG POLITICAL OBSERVERS THAT THESE ELECTIONS 
WILL PRODUCE NO MAJOR SHIFTS IN PARTY FORTUNES WAS UNAFFECTED 
BY THE WEEK'S CAMPAIGNING. A STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF THE OCTOBER, 

1976 

COMMUNAL LECTION RESULTS, PUBLISHED THIS WEEK, DEFINED A TREND OF 
VOTER OPINION SIX MONTHS AGO WHICH MOST OBSERVERS CONSIDER TO BE 
GENERALLY VALID TODAY. THIS ANALYSIS SHOWED THAT IN FLANDERS THE 
SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PARTY (CVP) DID 3-4 PERCENT BETTER IN 1976 THAN IT 
DID IN THE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS OF MARCH 1974, WHILE THE SOCIALIST 
PARTY (PSB) SLIPPED BACK 1.8 PERCENT. IN WALLONIA, ON THE OTHER 
HAND, PSB REGISTERED A 3-4 PERCENT ADVANCE WHILE THE SOCIAL 
CHRISITIAN PARTY (PSC) IMPROVED 8 PERCENT OVER ITS WEAK 1974 SHOWING. 
THE LIBERAL PARTIES HELD STEADY IN BOTH REGIONS, AND THE RW WAS 
THE CHIEF LOSER IN WALLONIA. IN BRUSSELS THE FRANCOPHONE FEDERALISTS 
(FDF) GAINED AT THE EXPENSE EQUALLY OF THE THREE TRADITIONAL PARTIES. 

4. THE FOREGOING IS GF.NF.R AT .1 ,Y CONSISTENT WITH A RECENT CONIDENTIAL 
POLL DONE FOR THE CVP. ALTHOUGH THE CVP SAMPLING SUGGESTED THAT 
PSC WOULD DO NO BETTER THAN HOLD ITS OWN IN WALLONIA. 

5. COMMENT: THIS CHRISTIAN PARTY POLL IS MORE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT 
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SOCIAL CHRISTIAN PROSPECTS IN WALLONIA THAN ARE MOST INDEPENDENT 

OBSERVERS. A NOTABLE ASPECT OF THIS DULL ELECTION CAMPAIGN IS 

THAT FOREIGN-POLICY ISSUES ARE GOING VIRUTUALLY UNMENTINED, GIVEN 

THE PREDICTABLE SMALL SHIFTS IN RELATIVE PARTY STRENGTHS. AND 

GIVEN THE ABSENCE OF FOREIGN-POLICY CONTROVERSY, WE FORESEE ESSENTIAL 

CONTINUITY IN BELGIUM'S FOREIGN POLICY AND SOLID RELATIONS WITH 

U.S. REGARDLESS OF WHAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL LOOK LIKE. 

END COMMENT.RENNER 
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